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the rights and obligations of the High Contracting Parties
under the Charter of the United Nations/'31
In preparing the Protocolary Articles the Panamanians
pressed and won a very significant point. The drafting
subcommittee had initially proposed an article providing
for unlimited duration of the treaty. This would have
represented a departure from the usual practice in past
international defense accords. Panama sought to permit
denunciation by individual states. Mexico and the United
States also had supported this view in their proposed
drafts. The final text accepted by the Conference declared
that while the Treaty was to remain in force indefinitely,
an individual state would be able to renounce it by giving
written notice, and its denunciation would become effec-
tive two years after such notice.32
The Ninth International Conference of American States
was held at Bogotd, Colombia, from March 30 to May 2,
1948. Here, as at Petropolis, Panama was represented by
a large and distinguished delegation, headed by Mario
de Diego, the Republic's Minister of Foreign Relations.
Dr. Alfaro again was present to give the immense benefits
of his long experience in international relations, and
Roberto Jimenez, Eduardo A. Ghiari, Pedro Moreno
Correa, Emilio Clare, Enrique Narciso Garay, and Gabriel
Hernandez Mendez were tike other members of the dele-
gation.33 Dr. Alfaro served as Vice Chairman of the vital
First Committee (on the Organic Pact), and Enrique
Narciso Garay was the Reporter of Sub-Committee Four-A
(on preamble, the settlement of economic disputes, prin-
ciples, transitory provision, and ratification and entry into
force). Other Panamanian delegates served on the follow-
ing committees: The Steering Committee, Coordination
Committee, and groups working on Preamble, Rights and
Duties of States, Specialized Organizations, Maritime